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Assessment has a purpose

At BASIS Richardson, assessment is one way we make learning visible.

BASIS Richardson • Understanding Assessment

1. Understand 
learning

• What has a student 
learned?

• Which skills or concepts 
are secure?

• Where is additional 
practice needed?

2. Inform instruction

• Teachers use results to 
identify gaps.

• Results help shape 
review and support.

• Assessment data is one 
source of evidence—not 
the whole picture.

3. Monitor growth

• Repeated measures show 
progress over time.

• Families and teachers can 
see areas of strength and 
need.

• The goal is better 
learning, not simply a 
score.
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The BASIS Richardson assessment progression

Different grade bands use different tools because students' learning needs change.

BASIS Richardson • Understanding Assessment

K–3

mCLASS

Literacy + math learning

3–5

Mini-Comps

Subject learning

6–8

Pre-Comps + Comps

Subject learning

The common thread: assessments provide evidence about what students know and can do so 
teachers can respond appropriately.
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What is mCLASS?

mCLASS by Amplify is a set of short, research-based screening and progress-monitoring tools that 
teachers use throughout the year.

BASIS Richardson • Understanding Assessment

Literacy: mCLASS DIBELS 8th Edition

• Early reading skills such as letter sounds, 
decoding, and word reading

• Reading fluency and accuracy

• Comprehension in the grades where it is 
assessed

Math: mCLASS Math

• Number sense and counting

• Operations and problem solving

• Teacher-guided tasks that show how a 
child thinks
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Grades K–3: mCLASS

A focused look at early literacy and math learning.

BASIS Richardson • Understanding Assessment

What mCLASS helps us understand

• Early literacy development, including reading 
skills and comprehension

• Math learning and foundational math skills

• Student progress toward academic 
benchmarks

How we use the information

• Identify students who may need additional 
support.

• Pinpoint foundational reading skills that need 
attention.

• Monitor growth across the year.

• Adjust instruction and interventions based on 
evidence.

TEA describes mCLASS Texas as a teacher-administered literacy assessment system with measures including phonological awareness, phonics, 
fluency, accuracy, and comprehension.
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Reading your child's report

Results are shown as benchmark levels, from needing significant support to well above expectations.

BASIS Richardson • Understanding Assessment

Well Below

Intensive support

Below

Some support

At

On track

Above

Ready for more

Keep in mind

• A snapshot in time, not a grade or a prediction

• September scores can dip after summer; growth across the year is what matters

• Exact level names and cut points can vary by grade and measure

7







Grades 3–5: BOY & EOY Mini-Comps

Mini-Comps are subject assessments designed to measure learning in the core subjects.

BASIS Richardson • Understanding Assessment

Beginning of Year (BOY)

• Establishes a starting point for the school 
year.

• Shows what students retain from prior 
learning.

• Helps teachers identify concepts that may 
need review.

• Provides a baseline for interpreting later 
growth.

End of Year (EOY)

• Measures learning after a full year of 
instruction.

• Shows which grade-level content students 
have learned.

• Provides evidence of growth from the 
beginning of the year.

• Helps identify strengths and remaining areas 
for support.

Core subjects are assessed as subjects—not as a single combined academic score.
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What does a Mini-Comp or Comp actually measure?

These assessments are designed to answer a straightforward question: What has the student learned in 
the subject?

BASIS Richardson • Understanding Assessment

CONTENT

Knowledge and concepts taught 
in the course

RETENTION

What students remember and 
can use

SKILLS

Application of subject-specific 
skills

GROWTH

How learning develops over time

STUDENT
LEARNING

A strong result means the student demonstrated learning on the assessed content. A weaker result helps 
identify where additional teaching or practice may be useful.
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What are the Pre-Comps?

BASIS Richardson • Understanding Assessment

1 Cumulative testing for core courses in 6th, 7th, and 8th grades

2 Practice for end-of-year Comp exams

3 Diagnostic for students and teachers
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Why do BASIS students take Comps and Pre-Comps?

BASIS Richardson • Understanding Assessment

1 They show how much students have learned in each subject.

2 They help prepare students for the rigor of high school and beyond.

3
They challenge students and motivate them to keep growing as some of 
the highest-performing students in the District.
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Grades 6–8: Pre-Comps & Comps

Middle school assessments continue the focus on subject-specific learning.

BASIS Richardson • Understanding Assessment

Pre-Comps

• Administered before the 
larger end-of-year 
assessment.

• Provides a checkpoint on 
subject learning.

• Helps students and teachers 
identify areas for review.

• Can inform preparation for 
the Comp.

Comps

• Comprehensive subject 
assessments.

• Measure learning in the 
course.

• Give students an 
opportunity to demonstrate 
mastery of content.

• Provide evidence of learning 
across the school year.

Why subject-based?

• BASIS students study 
multiple disciplines.

• Each subject has its own 
knowledge and skills.

• A single overall score cannot 
fully describe learning in 
each discipline.
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Assessments are one part of the picture

Teachers use multiple sources of evidence when understanding a student's learning.

BASIS Richardson • Understanding Assessment

Daily classroom evidence Classwork • discussions • exit tickets • projects

Ongoing checks Quizzes • writing • labs • practice • teacher feedback

Benchmark / common assessments mCLASS • Mini-Comps • Pre-Comps • Comps

State assessments STAAR and other required state measures

No single assessment tells the whole story. The most useful picture comes from looking across evidence.
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How families can interpret assessment results

A score is a data point. The important question is what the data tells us about learning.

BASIS Richardson • Understanding Assessment

Ask: What was 
assessed?

• Which subject or literacy 
skill?

• What content or 
standards were included?

• Was this a BOY, EOY, Pre-
Comp, or Comp 
measure?

Ask: What does it 
show?

• What has the student 
learned?

• Where are strengths?

• Where might more 
practice or support help?

Ask: What happens 
next?

• How will teachers 
respond?

• What can the student 
practice?

• How can school and 
family support growth?
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The goal is learning—not testing for its own 
sake.
BASIS Richardson uses assessment evidence to understand student learning, identify 
needs, monitor growth, and help teachers make informed instructional decisions.

K–3
mCLASS

3–5
Mini-Comps

6–8
Pre-Comps + Comps

Questions? We are happy to help families understand what an assessment measures and how results 
are used.
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